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MEMBERSHIP FEE

REMINDER

Please don't forget that

Membership Fees of £12

for the year are due to be
paid on 1 August 2010

Thanks!

Gambia Education & Teaching Support
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Trustee Report from September 2009 to March 2010

To all Members, Sponsors and Supporters of
Gambia Education and Teaching Support (GETSuk)

The Trustees of GETSuk invite you all to join us for our
Annual General Meeting

on Saturday 21 August 2010 at 12.00 noon and afterwards
for a buffet lunch at 2.15pm
The venue: Domino UK Ltd, Trafalgar Way,
Cambridge CB23 8TU.
easy to find,
Plenty of car parking spaces!
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Please see attached Agenda with Map, and let Julie know if
you are able to attend Secretary@GETSuk.org
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It has been a challenging few months for the trustees following the resignation of our
Chairman in October. Sheila Plaister, sponsorship secretary, has been appointeél as
L]

Acting Chair by the trustees until the AGM in August.

The trustees together with Helen Touray, our Administrator in Gambia, have
worked very hard to ensure that the work of the charity in Gambia has not beeid
di srupted.
and administering their pay roll to her list of tasks.
Hel en has

tive Committee o

Hel en has now added

accepted

We are delighted to announce that the merger of CWATP and GETSuk was fog-
mally signed in January. There is an update on the latest developments in Bwjam

village elsewhere in the newsletter (pages 4 and 5)

At long last we have found a location for our Sunrise Project. We are currently ne}
gotiating the terms and conditions for the takeover of the Community Centre in:

Bakoteh, very close to our Nursery School. E
More details will be given at the AGM which will be held in Cambridge this year. The

trustees thank Tony Nelson for his hard work in gathering the information whick
has enabled us to make this decision.
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done, Kerrie and Co !!

errie Rogers and three in-
trepid friends swam in the sea
off the south coast on Boxing
Day 2009 for the benefit of
GETSuk. Our grateful thanks
to them for their efforts - and
bravery! - and a special thanks
to Kerrie (in the middle of the
photo) who continues to raise
funds periodically for the char-
ity. This time her efforts will pay
for the internal and external
redecoration of our little nursery
school in Bakoteh.'
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We were pleased to receive the following report from Joyce Turner, one
of our supporters:

News from St. Mat ¢Clifile r et 6 s

In November 2008 | spent three weeks in Kololi, teaching in the morn-

ings at Bakoteh School and in the afternoons preparing lessons in my
comfortable room at GETs accommodation there. | found the work re-

war di ng, especially after | di scovered
and rhythm was also shared by the staff. We had great fun with Singing

Phonics and the weeks passed quickly.
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On my return home | decided to focus my fund -raising efforts on two
areas: firstly to add to donations already pledged to kick -start the
Breakfast Programme for Bakoteh School and secondly to try to raise

some money towards a rice  -grinding machine for the Ladies of Bwiam, a
village that | was lucky enough to visit with David Goss.

Thanks to the remarkable generosity of the people of St. Margarets, who

gave individually and also supported a very successful Jazz Night here,

we were able to send an amazing £2,606; enough to buy the rice -
grinding machine and also run a generator and two freezers which will

help the community generally.

Due in part to the generosity of the children and parents of St Marga-
reta-€1l i ffe Primary School , our | ocal Wo
vidual pledges of £10 a year, the Breakfast Programme is now up and

running.
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It has been a unique experience to see the dedication and hard work of
all those connected with GETSuk in the Gambia and to share a few
weeks working with them.
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URGENT *****Newsletter Appeal**** URGENT

Due to numerous personal commitments, this will be our last Newsletter.
There is a great need for somebody to
Please contact us at newsletter@GETSuk.org for more information.
Thanks for all the encouraging words and emails,
Rosie Holder and Angela Thomas
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Stacey Polley spent four days of her
holiday working at GETSuk Bakoteh School
She wrote this to Helen, on her return:

|l 6d just like to thank
opportunity to do volunteer work with the
children, | thoroughly enjoyed it, and |
would be happy to do it again if | return to
the Gambia. | am missing the hot weather
as the weather here is not too good. |
have attached a photograph of me with
some of the children, | hope you like it.

“1 Mr and Mrs Peter Barton

met up with one of the garden
staff, Joseph, in the Holiday
Beach Hotel during their stay in
Gambia recently.

Joseph explained that his mum
was the Headteacher of a small
nursery school out in Farato, and
Peter and his wife made a visit
before they left for home. They
wanted to help the school in a
small way and so left £50 at the
1 GETSuk office in The Gambia.

RAISE FUNDS FOR GETSuk FREE WHEN YOU SHOP OR BROWSE ON LINE

All you need to do is log on to the easyfundraising site at

www.easfundraising.org.uk/gambiaeducationteaching

or set us as your homepage, and use it every time you search the Web

www.gambiaeducationteaching.easysearch.org.uk



http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/gambiaeducationteaching
http://www.gambiaeducationteaching.easysearch.org.uk/
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INVOLVED WITH GETSuk, IN BWIAM VILLAGE

David Goss (CWATP Chairman) writes ;

In 1997 and 1998 while Francis Glyn (ex. Chairman of GETSuk) was building the foundations for what is how GETSuk,
| was beavering away in Bwiam Village, 125 kilometres inland from the GETSuk base in Kololi, establishing the
CASTELLAN WEST AFRICAN TRUST PROJECT (CWATP)

With different objectives but stilldl supporting childrend
decade saw the CWATP grow steadily. This was accomplished by frequent visits to maintain contacts between
CWATPO6s sponsors in the UK and the children they support,
projects.

However, with no permanent representation in The Gambia | was feeling the strain, being almost a one man band

at this stage and approaching retirement. | had met several GETSuk members over the years so | approached the
Trustees to propose a merger. This was in 2006 and while GETSuk were receptive to the idea they proposed a two
year trial period during which both parties could monitor and assess the potential and future mutual benefits of
such a liaison.

| was delighted when the GETSuk Board of Trustees announced, in 2009, that they were happy to proceed and
formalise the arrangement. | was also invited to become a GETSuk Trustee at this time, a great honour, and | was
happy to accept.

Also in 2009 a group of eight CWATP sponsors, including my wife Jewel, who had just visited BWIAM and wished to
help, formed a proper CWATP committee. | was voted in as Chairman. They were of immediate and valuable assis-
tance in helping me negotiate with GETSuk Trustees a formal agreement which was finally ratified and signed by
both parties in January 2010.

I am proud, on behalf of CWATP and its many members, to be associated with GETSuk and all who work and sup-
port this very worthwhile charity.

David Goss

WHAT IS THE CASTELLAN WEST AFRICAN TRUST PROJECT (CWATP) DOING,
WITH THE HELP OF GETSuk, IN BWIAM VILLAGE?

Non -government Organisations (NGOs), food, health, and infrastructure pro-
grammes, gap year students, St. Bob, you name it, all descend on Africans
and try to do everything for them and tell them what they need. For a
change, volunteers from The Castellan West African Trust Project (CWATP)
and GETSuk, operating in BWIAM village in rural Gambia listened when they
were asked by the village people for something that was out of their reach.
They asked for a machine that processes Rice, Cous  -Cous and Corn, after it
has been picked by the women of the village. At the moment, after toiling

all day, under an African sun, to harvest their grain the women have to
pound the rice and cous -cous with a hardwood mortar and pestle for hours
and hours. The work is relentless but year in and year out it must done to
feed their families.

It takes one and a half hours to pick this much rice and a woman will probably pick enough for 4 or 5 such bushels in a day.
It then has to be dried in the sun for several days and tied into these bushels ready for POUNDING.

When the CWATP/GETSuk volunteers investigated the practicalities, costs, delivery, maintenance, of these ma-

chines they learnt The United Nations Development Programme (U.N.D.P.) has approved their use, with par-
ticular emphasis on the benefits for women and children, by the use of technology to provide domestic

energy efficiency, local self -sufficiency, employment and to improve the diet and nutrition of villagers in sub -
Saharan Africa.

HOW THE CASTELLAN WEST AFRICAN TRUST PROJECT (CWATP) BECAME



